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MORISON RECEIVES
2-YEAR JALL TERN

Ex-Navy Analyst Plans Appeal
of Espionage Conviction
— Released on Bail

By BEN A. FRANKLIN
Spesial to The Now Yerk Times

BALTIMORE, Dec. 4 — Samuel Lor-
po analyxt for the N
gence yst avy, was sen-
tencell to two years in prison today for
stealing classified documents and giv-
ing secret American satellite photo-
graphs of a Soviet aircraft carrier to a
British military journal.

In Federal District Court here, Mr.
Morison’s lgwyers, who had requested
probation for their client, said he would
appeal the prison sentence.

Pending a final ruling on the appeal,
which may take several years, Mr.
Morison, the 4l-year-ld grandson of
the naval historian Samuel Eliot Mori-
son, was freed by Judge Joseph H.
Young in $100,000 bail.

Before the sentencing today, the Fed-
eral prosecutor, Assistant United
States Attorney Michael Schatzow, de-
nounced the plea for probation as “‘ludi-
crous’’ and as ‘‘astounding arrogance’’
on the part of a defendant he described
as “‘not remorseful.” The prosecution
had recommended a sentence of four
years in prison and a fine of $10,000.

Effort to Set Exampie

Without a jail term, the prosecutor
said, other Government empioyees are
*‘going to think that what he did was not
very serious, that the.court does not
think it was very serious and that it is
OK. to do it.”

In their plea for probation, Mr. Mori-

son’s attorneys, Robert F. Muse and ;

Mark H. Lynch, argued that he was a
‘‘patriotic and decent individual’” who
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Critics Pondering Reaction
Mr. Morison was charged with send-
ing Jane’s Defense Weekly, a British
naval journal, copies of classified
satellite photographs of the Russian
vessel in drydock, under construction,
which were then widely published eise-

to prosecute Mr. Morison under the es-
pionage laws has been described by
some constitutional authorities, and in
many newspaper editorials, as a threat
tofmedanotthgpm.thuemonly
scal rea news
tiaxsmtoday. ction from organiza-
SpokumenfortheAmerlcanSodety
of Newspaper Editors, the American
Newspaper Publishers Association, the
Reporters Committee for Freedom of
therandtheRadlodeelcviston

whether the
::?‘Cl-lmeﬂe;:ts :tf the Morison case
adversely affect news gathering
or news publication.’’ &
‘Publie Discussion Is Essential’

Russell C. Tornabene, executive offi-

cer of the Sigma Delta
mpmuuwgghﬁiﬂafgﬁﬁgiz

ttee had f 'informaﬂon
commi prepared the following
statement:

“‘We think the Government should
make every effort to prevent foreign
nations from stealing valuable indus-
trial and defense secrets. But as a gen-
eral principle, we do not believe the es-
pionage laws should be twisted to pun-
ish whistle-blowers who reveal infor-
mation about Government mistakes to
the public,” the statement said.

) *“Classified information is routinely
leaked’ to who print or
broadcast it,” the statement conclud-
ed. “Most disclosures come from dedi-

tion shouid never have labeled ‘secret’
in the first place and public discussion
of it is essential if the people are to
know the facts in our democracy.”
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Amendment in its central purpose of
protecting public debate about issues of
public importance.”

On the courthouse steps today, how-
ever, Mr. Schatzow scoffed at what he
termed editorialists’ assertions that

the Morison on t
to prosecution posed a threa

In his defense at the trial, and briefly
mamtunmttoﬂnemmtoday,m.
Morison said he had “made a mis-
take,” in disclosing the documents, but
that he did not know he was commit-
ungacxime.“lammthatmofper.
son,” he said.
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